
Chapter 28:
CHINA & 

MONGOLIA



Lesson 1: Physical Geography of China

Landforms

• China can be divided into two parts: the mountains

and plateaus of the west, and the plains and hills of the 

east.

• The east contains the majority of the population, as 

the land is conducive to farming.

• The mountainous barriers of the west kept China 

isolated for millennia.

• The Gobi desert, in north-central China, is the source

of frequent dust storms in the region.

• The Himalaya separate China from South Asia.
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Water Systems

• The Plateau of Tibet is the source of China’s major 

rivers that flow eastward toward the Pacific Ocean.

• The Huang He (Yellow River) is filled with loess, a 

fine, nutrient-rich topsoil that makes the North China 

Plain ideal for farming.

• The Chang Jiang (Yangtze River) is a major 

transportation route and home to the Three Gorges 

Dam.

• The Zhu Jiang (Pearl River) serves rapidly 

developing areas in China, like the port of Guangzhou.
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Climates, Biomes, & Resources

• Climates are extremely diverse, ranging from tropical

in the south to subarctic in the north.

• The monsoons, or seasonal winds, direct the weather 

patterns of China.

• Typhoons, large violent storms, threaten the region 

between August and late October.

• China has a wealth of mineral resources and vast 

petroleum reserves.

• Not only the world’s top producer of rice, China

leads in farm output of many crops.
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Lesson 2: Human Geography of China 

History & Government 

• Dynasties, or ruling families, were believed to rule 

under the “Mandate of Heaven,” or approval from 

the gods.

• Confucius (Kongfuzi), China’s most famous 

teacher and philosopher, founded an ideology based 

on discipline and proper moral conduct.

• Daoism is still practiced today and stresses 

harmony with nature and simple living.

• The Communists took power in China in 1949, but 

Taiwan and Mongolia are more democratic.





Emperor Qianlong 
(Qing Dynasty), 

reigned for 60 years, 
second only to his 

grandfather Kangxi. 
(Qianlong reigned from 

1735~1795)



CONFUCIUS (Kǒng fūzǐ, 
September 28, 551 – 479 
B.C.E.) was a Chinese teacher, 
editor, politician, and 
philosopher of the Spring and 
Autumn period of Chinese 
history. The philosophy of 
Confucius emphasized personal
and governmental morality, 
correctness of social
relationships, justice and 
sincerity.

孔夫子



“Real knowledge is to know the extent of 
one's ignorance.”

“Before you embark on a journey of revenge, 
dig two graves.”

“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. 
I do and I understand.”

“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but 
in rising every time we fall”.

Sayings of Confucius 



Confucian Temple, Kaohsiung, Taiwan



Taoism (also called Daoism) is a religious or 
philosophical tradition of Chinese origin that 

emphasizes living in harmony with the Tao. The 
term Tao means "way", "path", or "principle", and 

can also be found in Chinese philosophies and 
religions other than Taoism.



On October 1, 1949, MAO 

ZEDONG-leader of the 

Communists-proclaimed the 

establishment of the People's 

Republic of China. (The 

Communists had defeated the 

Nationalists under Chiang 

Kai-shek.) 



Mao Zedong: 1893-1976



Population Patterns

• The Ethnic Han Chinese comprise 92 percent of the 

population of China and speak Mandarin.

• 90 percent of China’s population lives on one-sixth 

of the land.

• Mongolia’s population is primarily ethnic Mongolian 

and has a low population density.

• Urban migration is rapidly increasing in China.

• China’s one-child policy has reduced the growth rate 

but also causes problems. 
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Society & Culture Today

• The government has promoted efforts to increase 

literacy across all social strata.

• The government exerts power over religious and 

personal freedoms.

• China’s rich artistic heritage of poetry, porcelain, 

and opera are experiencing a resurgence.

• The family is the most important social unit.

• The one-child rule, along with the preference for 

boys, has resulted in the death of many female infants 

through purposeful neglect.
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China is well-known for its religious intolerance towards those of many 
faiths. Here an Uyghur Muslim woman confronts a riot policeman in 2009.



The one-child policy, a part of the family planning policy, was 
a population control policy of China. It was introduced between 
1978 and 1980 and began to be formally phased out in 2015.







Economic Activities

• China’s large agricultural workforce produces the 

most rice, wheat, and tea worldwide.

• China is the world’s largest exporter and uses its 

undervalued Yuan to keep export prices down.

• Human rights issues are a troubling concern, as those 

who speak out are treated harshly.

• Former British colony Hong Kong is in a Special 

Economic Zone, meaning it welcomes foreign 

investment with minimal governmental interference.
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Thousands of students marched for reform in Beijing before 

the government massacre in Tiananmen Square in June 1989. 

(Sadayuki Mikami / Associated Press)



Since the days of Tiananmen Square, protestors 
have met with brutal resistance. The Chinese 
government is unwilling to grant full human rights.





Managing Resources

• Meeting the demand for more electric power has 

become a pressing issue and has led to the creation of 

the Three Gorges Dam.

• The dam has endangered many plants and 

animals, and caused some to go extinct.

• China burns fossil fuels as its primary source of 

power, resulting in massive pollution.

• China has plans to build nuclear power plants in the 

future.
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Human Impact

• Globalization now exerts a greater influence on 

Chinese life than it ever has before.

• Suppressed before the late 1970s, the loosening 

of government control has resulted in the rise of 

regional identities. 

• The Guangdong region where Hong Kong is 

located is the main gateway for foreign influence.

• Power in East Asia has shifted to China, worrying 

its neighbors and others worldwide.
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Buddhist monks in Xīzàng (Tibet) 





Hong Kong



Addressing the Issues

• Economic growth has created great benefits, but 

also severe environmental problems.

• Urban areas are plagued by severe pollution.

• Clean water is a problem, with 70 percent of 

China’s lakes and rivers polluted.

• Pollution has made cancer the leading killer in China.

• The overwhelming focus on economic growth has 

led national and local governments to ignore 

protective regulation.
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China suffers from severe water pollution; 
among the very worst on the planet.






